Rev. Aaron Johnson
Johnson was born a sharecropper’s son in rural Willard, North Carolina, on March 6, 1933. He earned an undergraduate and master of divinity degree from Shaw University in Raleigh, NC. While serving more than four decades as pastor of Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church in Fayetteville, N.C., Rev. Johnson also served as an advisor to three North Carolina governors on race relations, a member of the Fayetteville City Council, North Carolina’s first African-American secretary of corrections, and a member of the original Prison Fellowship Operation Starting Line team that brought prison evangelism to 22 states.

Deb Cleveland
Cleveland is the author of Hugs from Heaven: Portraits of a Woman’s Faith and Footsteps & Heartbeats, a weekly newspaper column she wrote for more than seventeen years. Her work has also appeared in Woman’s Day and other magazines. Married to a minister, Gary Cleveland, she is the proud mother of three sons and grandmother of six. She lives in Oshkosh, Wisconsin.
Deborah and Dennis Walsh
Man from Macedonia is a project of the nonprofit Deborah and Dennis Walsh Foundation, whose mission is to advance the gospel of Jesus Christ as a means to reconciliation, justice, and mercy.      
     Deborah Walsh is national director of prison ministry for Child Evangelism Fellowship and a collaborator with Operation Starting Line. She serves on the Board of Directors for the Coalition of Prison Evangelists (COPE). She holds a master's degree in public administration with an emphasis in nonprofit management from High Point University and a bachelor’s of arts degree with a major in social work from Oral Roberts University. 

     After seventeen years in public accounting, Dennis Walsh serves as a consultant to religious workers and exempt organizations on financial management, legal compliance, and organizational development. He holds a bachelor's degree in business administration with a major in accounting from the University of Wisconsin and CPA certificates in North Carolina and Wisconsin.

Chuck Colson
Charles Wendell "Chuck" Colson was the chief counsel to President Richard Nixon from 1969 to 1973. In 1974, Colson pleaded no contest to obstruction of justice in the break-in of Daniel Ellsberg’s psychiatrist’s office. He served seven months in Maxwell Correctional Facility in Alabama. After his release from prison, Colson founded Prison Fellowship. He has worked ever since to promote prisoner rehabilitation and reform of the prison system in the United States. A public speaker and author, Colson is also chairman of the Wilberforce Forum, a Christian political and social think tank and action group.
Sherman Mason

Rev. W. Sherman Mason II is Pastor of Greater New Hope Baptist Church in High Point, North Carolina.  Like his hero, Aaron Johnson, Sherman is a graduate of Shaw University in Raleigh, NC.  And like Aaron, he lives a life of civil ministry, having emerged as a leader in the Communities Against Violence movement and as an advocate for the homeless.  Sherman and his wife, Stephanie, have two children, Arabella and Max.

